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What started with an idea
from a childhood friend has
turned into a dream for Dennis
Page, Riverton, UT, who is carv-
ing a niche’ for himself in the
world of Western collectibles,
making handcrafted, breed-spe-
cific rocking horses.

Page had always enjoyed
woodworking as a hobby and
after retiring from the manufac-
turing industry, he was working
in the high-end construction
business selling hand-carved
cabinets and doors. Because of
his skill and craftsmanship in the
art, his friend since kindergarten,
Jerry Cooke, approached him
about carving a rocking horse
for his grandsons. But this
wasn't just any rocking horse, It
was the American Saddlebred
his daughter used to ride and
show.

“Jerry brought me a picture
of his daughter’s show horse
and asked me to carve a rocking
horse to look like it,” Page said.
“I thought it sounded like an
interesting challenge.”

The project did prove to be a
challenge too. “It took me a year
and a half and three different
versions,” Page said. “When it's
a specific breed, and it's some-
one else’s horse, it has to be per-
fect. If something isn’t right, it
will stand out. The hardest part
is getting all the details right.”

Page didn't need to worry so
much; Cooke was thrilled with
the final piece.

“1 had seen the piece while it
was being carved, and while it
wasn't finished, I could tell it
was going to be something spe-
cial,” Cooke said. “T was
absolutely amazed when [ saw
the finished rocking horse. I
couldn’t believe how real it
looked.
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“The American Saddlebred
is a gated horse, and Dennis got
the movements just right,” he
described.

The real test was when
Cooke’s daughter and grand-
sons saw the horse. “My daugh-
ter was blown away,” he said.
“And the boys have had so
much fun on it. They rode it
every morning.”

The rocking horse provided
plenty of entertainment for
Cooke's grandchildren these
last five years. “They rode it
hard and put it away wet,” he

joked.

After finishing the first
horse, Dennis kept it for a week
and took it around to local tack
shops and to the Little America
Hotel gift shop in Salt Lake
City. “I had sold four of them in
about three hours,” he said. “T
decided this was interesting, |
may have just found some-
thing.”

Working in a small out-
building outside his home, Page
began building more rocking
horses. In June 2003, he decided
to pursue this dream as a full-
time business, and in December
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Top: Dennis Page takes time to pose for a photo with his creations at the
Suddletred Museum in Lexington, KY.

Left: Each horse comes with appropriate tack. They are alse numbered and come
with registration papers.

Center: One of the famous horses Page has carved is Thunder, the Denver
Broncos mascot,

Right: Page uses power tools for most of the work, then adds the detmils using
hand fools,

exhibited at the Cowboy
Christmas trade show at the
Mational Finals Rodeo in Las
Vegas, NV.

“It was a great show and [
sold more horses,” Page said. “1
really knew I had something,
but I was selling horses faster
than I was building them.”

It took Page six months to
deliver the ones from the show,
50 he decided it was time to
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| Left: Horses from Rocking Horse Ranch
are carved out of solid wood, are stained
to reach the desired hair coaf color and
specific markings, and have real horse-
hatr marnes and tails.






